
18TH INVITATIONAL

Dear Family & Friends 

In the past eighteen years of the “BK”, I have been humbled and inspired by what we have accomplished.  
As a survivor, I am honored to work with such a dedicated and generous group of individuals and  
businesses.  When I was diagnosed nineteen years ago, I had no idea that I would be sitting here today 
thanking you for supporting cancer research and care that I wish were available to me the day I was told, 
“You have cancer.” 

The Hope Cures Fund continues to contribute to the overall effort of defeating cancer.  I would like to 
share with you some recent “happenings” as a result of your support.

• Woodloch has hosted six families so far in 2017 who have a family member who has a terminal or 
late stage diagnosis.  This program is a result of our strong partnership with “Take a Break from 
Cancer” program & “For Pete’s Sake”.  They partner with willing destinations to provide a  
meaningful, memorable, expense-free experience for patients and families.

• We have retained our voice within LIVESTRONG as a member of The President’s Circle.  We are 
one of 75 others who have direct input into where the foundation focuses their “venture funds” 
which will be targeted at opportunities where other funding is not always readily available.

• The last few years we have chosen to support Dr. Zheng’s research at Penn State Hershey Cancer 
Institute via our established cancer research endowment fund.  Dr. Zheng’s research has made 
significant progress to the point of where Pfizer has now stepped in to fully fund her research!  She 
is optimistic that her findings will eventually reduce the chances of relapse for certain types of  
leukemia patients.

• We have pledged $50,000 over the next two years to the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research  
Center’s Pediatric Oncology Program.  Our pledge is through a matching fund program that will  
result in a $100,000 contribution to fight pediatric cancer.

• This year’s 5K resulted in a donation of $9000 to the Child Life Program at Penn State Children’s 
Hospital in Hershey and our Leukemia Research Endowment Fund.

• We were humbled to be asked to be this year’s Honorary Chair for the Susan G Komen Race for 
the Cure in Scranton, Saturday, September 16th!   

My goal is to continue to do all that I can, with your help, to defeat cancer.  I hope that you will be able to 
join us for this year’s 18th Annual BK Invitational.  As always, I look forward to reuniting with you socially 
as we continue to make a difference together.

LIVESTRONG!
Bob Kiesendahl
BK Invitational Chairman

Cc Joan Kiesendahl


